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ture interference on the part of attendants is highly undesirable.
The foetal membranes, distended by their contained fluid, play
an important role, under the impulse of the uterine contractions,
in dilating the vagina previous to the passage of the foetus.
Dilatation will, therefore, be most satisfactorily effected by
waiting until the membranes rupture naturally. Thereafter,
the attendants may render assistance in expediting delivery.

The cow's desire to lick her new-born calf is a maternal instinct
which should be respected. She should then be given a warm
or (if she prefer it) a cold gruel, and the little animal should
receive a brisk rubbing with a rough straw wisp. This not only
assists in drying the coat, but reflexly induces general circulatory
stimulation. Even if the calf is to be hand-reared it should
receive colostrum, since this contains readily assimilable proteins,
and is rich in minerals, notably sodium, calcium and phosphorus.
Colostrum not only exerts a definite laxative action, but, because
it also contains the essential vitamin A, it possesses important
anti-infective properties.

The placental membranes are usually spontaneously expelled
within a few hours, but if they be retained for a period longer than
twelve hours, and if they then be still intimately adherent to the
maternal cotyledons, no undue force should be applied in attempts
to effect their removal. In such cases, antiseptic pessaries
(containing iodoform, boracic *acid, etc,} should be inserted into
the uterus, and the membranes left in situ. When this procedure
is adopted, the membranes, if they be not spontaneously expelled,
can usually be completely removed by gentle traction within
twenty-four to forty-eight hours. Expulsion of the placenta
results from the contraction of the uterus; it therefore follows
that any factor which hinders normal uterine contraction should
be avoided. The common practice of inigating the uterus with
antiseptic fluids is therefore contra-indicated, unless the fluid
residual to such irrigation can be completely removed by
h syphonage, since the presence of a considerable volume of fluid
in the titerus retards its normal contraction (p, 476}*

It is to be realized that retention of the placental membranes
may indicate Br* abortus infection.

The Dog,
The dog, because of his very high degree of intelligence, his
domestication, and Ms Intimate relationships with man, has a
psychical development fax surpassing that of any other domestic
animal It is probably for this reason that the sick dog is